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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WHEN a Day was appointed for Humi- 
lation and Prayer; I not only thought- it fit 
that we ſhould obey the civil 2 by 
obſerving it: but that we all had great need 
of humbling ourſelves before God. Where is 
the Man that can lay his Hand upon his Breaſt, 
and ſay; © I am innocent!” How much better 
is it, that our Hearts be ſubdued. by divine 
Grace, than that we be broken by the 
Power of the Lord's Anger ! As it is a certain 
Rule, that Pride goeth before Deſtruction, 
- and an haughty Spirit before a Fall ; we 
have Reaſon. to tremble: for how ſeldom do 
we hear of truſting in the Lord; and how 
frequently is human Power extolled ! The pre- 
ſent Troubles of Europe engage the Attention 
of every one: but in what Strain do Men, in 
general, talk and write concerning them ? 
Juſt as if all was to be determined by the Wif- 

dom of Men ; together with the Number and 
Valour of their , "= One would be ready 
to imagine, they either think there is no God 
A 2 in 


EN 
in theſe Days ; or that he does not mind the 
Fairs of Men, as he uſed to do in ancient 
Times, of which we read in our Bibles. If 
we confider what Atheiſm appears, in this Way, 
as well as in many others: 1s there not a 
Cauſe for Mourning ? ed to for on that? this 


Light ; my Mind was led to on that Text, WO 
which is the Subject of the following Diſcourſe. 'L 
After it was delivered; ſeveral of the Hearers, 
whoſe Judgment I reſpect, expreſſed a Defire 
7 ng it publiſhed. I found it difficult ta 
comply with their Requeſt, on ſeveral Accounts. 
As I had never ſent any Thing before into the | 


| Mord. I was aware 2 the Reflections that 

| many would caft on A etfelf, and 
. it 3 

| 

| 

N 

| 


on my Motrves in makin . Another. 
 Objettion was, that I had written no more than 
tune leading Thoughts of it; and that it was, 
therefore, i Me for mir th write it in full, 
as it had been delivered from the Pulpit. I 
may, however, ſafely promiſe, that it is the i} 
| fame * Subſtance ; and * can 4% % 
3 any more. Some will (probably) ſay, 
— it T wor a new Sahne and that 2 
was, on that Account, altogether unneceſſary, 
to write any more upon it. I do not wiſh to 
Jet forth new Things in Religion nor do 1 
pretend to treat an old Doctrine, in a clearer 4 
Manner than it has yet been done. I the pro- 
: feſſed Expectation of my Friends ſhould be 


anſwered 
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anſwered, in their being ediſied by reading the 
following Pages : 1 "ſhall mo repent of 
Trouble. They may, perhaps, fall into t 
Hands of ſome Perſon, that has not read 
other Treatiſes : and if they ſhould be blefſed 
but to one, ſo that he may, thereby, be led to 
ſtudy the days jr Providence more, and ta 
have greater and more experimental Acguaint- 
ance with the divine Word ; I ſhall heartily re- 
joice in his good, and may the Lord have all 
the Glory! 


c 


AMOS UI. 6. 


SHALL THERE BE EVIL IN A CITY, AND 
THE LORD HATH NOT DONE IT? 


Tu E Lord had ſhewn great Love to 
Ifrael, and done wonderful Things for 
them, as a Nation—He had given them his 
written Word, and ſent many gracious Meſ- 
ſages unto them: but his Goodneſs was 
abuſed, his Prophets were diſregarded.. 
Now he uſeth another Language. He ſpeaks: 
of puniſhing them; and ſhews that it was. 
not without Cauſe. Chap. ii. 4. Thus faith 
the Lord; for three Tranſgreſſions of udah, 
and for four I will not turn away t nifh- 
ment thereof : becauſe. they have deſpiſed the 
Law of the Lord and have not kept his Com- 
mandments, and their Lies cauſed them to 
err, after the which thetr Fathers have walk- 
ed. The Lord commanded his Prophet. 
Amos to ſpeak againft this People. v. 1. 
Hear this Word that the Lord hath ſpoken 
againſt you, O Children of Iſrael, againſt the 
whole Family which I brought up from the 
Land of Egypt. Theſe Words tended to re- 
mind them, how ſmall their Beginning was; 


A3 they 


with his Nod. v. 2. However God ma 


(8) 


ey were but one Family In what State 
of IT) had been, and how wonder- 
fully the Lord had delivered them. Their 
Relation to God did notexempt them from 
Puniſhment: but it is here mentioned as the 


Neaſon hy he would viſit them particularly 


think proper to act toward others; he will 
2 correct his People for their Iniquities, 
that Sin may not he their Ruin. The Sins 
of Profeffors diſhonour God more than the 
Sins of others: and they are not leſs hateful 
in his Sight. It is a great Thing for a Na- 
tion to he favoured with the divine Word, 
and with the Lord's faithful Ambaſſadors: 
but when'thefe are not attended to, we may 
Expect to hear the terrible Thunder of di- 


vine Providence. It does not appear, that 


Men conſider or believe that it is the Lord 
that fpeaks, in either of theſe Ways. Many 


read and hear the Truths of Scripture : but 


is it in ſuch a Manner, as to incline one to 


believe, that they regard them as the all-im- 


portant Truths of the Almighty and ever- 


Faithful Jehovah.? No. The Words of the 


meaneſt Mortal cannot he received with 
greater Indifference. Mankind live, na- 
tarally, as without God in the World —If 
they are in PROTON NO TRNEes ; there 
is no acknowledging of the Lord as the * | 

or 


CS > 
thor of their Proſperity If they are in 
any Danger; how ſeldom do they betake 
_ themſelves to a Throne of Grace, provided 


have any Degree of Hope from ſome 
_— | ! When great Evils are abroad 
in the World, as at preſent: you ſcarcely 


ever hear them ſpoken of, as a Scourge for 
War is certainly one of the Ju 


Sin. = | 
| Fr y 
with which God viſiteth a guilty World: 
and can there be a more awful one? When 
Mankind are cut down by Thouſands ; is it 
not an Evil? And is it not ſtill more ſhock- 
ing, to think that they are engaged in de- 
ſtroying one another ? Perſons at a Diſtance, 
being ſelves aut af Danger, may hear 
fuch Tidings with Indifference: yea, ſome, 
rhaps, rejoice to hear that the Blood of 
D oy ow: been ſpilt: but let thoſe that 
are ſlain be called Enemies; or let them be- 
long to what Nation they may, we ſhould 
— * that they are Men, their immortal 
Souls are fuddenly called to appear before 
the Bar of God; moſt of them leave near 
Relations behind, to mourn their Loſs. 
Were we to put ourſelves in the place of 
thefe, we could not help thinking ſeriouſly 
of the Calamities of War. It is not my In- 
tention to enquire, who are the immediate 
bg” Authors 
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Authors of the preſent Troubles; this has 
been the Subject of Diſpute long enough. 
I think it is Time for thoſe that profeſs Re- 
ligion, both to ſpeak and act, as Men that 
1 is a God who reigneth in the 
'Earth;' JEFF > * 1 5 


Our Buſineſs, this Day, is to ſeek the 
Lord by folemn Prayer In order to our 
doing this: it is neceflary, that our Minds 
de poſſeſſed with a firm Belief, that all the 

Evils which Men ſuffer, come from God; 
that they are ſo under his Direction as that 
he can-ſend or remove them, juſt as he 
pleaſeth. They come not by chance; they 
certainly have a Cauſe, and they are not 
without an End. This is the Fruth that is 
taught in our Text; and may we be enabled 
to conſider and improve it! Shall there be 
Evil in a City, and the Lord hath not done it? 
By Evil, we are not to underſtand moral 
Evil, or Sin: but natural Evil, or that which 
men ſuffer, as a Puniſhment or Correction. 
Now, the Queſtion here aſked, ſeems to be 
no leſs than a poſitive Aſſertion, that no 
Evil takes place in a City or Nation, but 
the Lord ſhould be confidered as doing it. 

I. To make a few Obſervatious, tending 
to ſhew the Truth of the Aſſertion. 


1. The 


and it is equally clear, that there can be 
none beſide, capable of ſupporting and 
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1. The Lord holds the Reins of univerſal 


Government. The Government of the 
World bel to him, by Right, as Creator. 
He alone is fit to govern it; and he has en- 
truſted it with no other. The firſt Thing we 
read in the ſacred Volume is, In tie Beginning, 
God created the Heaven and the Earth. The 
Apoſtle ſays, Heb. xi. 3. Through Faith we 


underſtand that the Worlds were framed by 
the Word of God, Sc. The OR Hen of 


theſe Worlds are alſo his Creatures. Iſa. 
xlv. 18. For thus ſaith the Lord that created 
the Heavens; God himſelf that formed the 
Earth and made it; he hath ejtabliſhed it, he 
created it not in vain, he formed it to be in- 
habited: I am the Lord; and there is none 
elſe. As all Things are of God; fo they are 
or him, He had certainly propoſed ſome 
important End in creating this World : and 


he will have that End anſwered. There can 


be no Doubt ref 
Creatures to whic 


ing his Right to the 
he has given Exiſtence: 


managing the World that is made. He 1s 
infinitely Wiſe ; he cannot miſs in the 
Choice of his End: and he perfectly knows 
the moſt proper Means to bring it about. 
He is inflexibly Juſt: and therefore, cannot 
wrong any of his Subjects. He can ſee, at 
once, 


| ( 13 ) 
dear g's Every Part of his vaſt Dominions : 
X. e. Are not Tune Sara far a 
Farthing i and one of them ſhall: not fall th 
the Gr ound without your Father. Nui ii uery 
Hairs of your Head are all numbered. He has ; 
all Power, - Dan, iv. 35. And all the iv 
khabuants of the Earth are reputed os Nothing ; 
and he doeth according to lis Will in thi Army 
Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the 


. \ Theſe; are neceſſary Qualifications in the 
Being who directs the World, and all Things 
in it: and none can poſleſs them but the 
Lord. All Creatures do actually depend 
upon him that made them; and the divine 
Power is very clearly manifeſted in the 
Thet 44, ould feek the Lord, of haply they 
tat t ora, if 4 

mig lit feet after ry and find him, though ke 
be not far from every one of us: for in him 
we live, and move, and have our Being. 


Wee are indebted to him ſor all we are 
and have; not only we have received all 
our Powers, both of Body and Mind, from 
him: but we cannot exerciſe them without 
him. Though wicked Men ſpeak and att 
; T .AS 


TW 3 
"as if were their on; though they 
wiſh — 2 without God: he — them 
know that they cannot do as they will. 
They are under his Control; and he can 
turn the Hearts of Men, as Rivers of Wa- 
ter. He has often ſhewn, in various Ways, 
how eaſily he can deal with the moſt obſti- 
nate Rebels. This ſupreme Dominion is 
his Glory: and he will never give it to ano- 
ther : nor is it poſſible he ſhould, for it is 


incommunicable. 


Then let thoſe who aſcribe any thing to 
Fortune, &c. ſeriouſly conſider the mean- 
ing of the Terms they make uſe of; leſt 
they be guilty of offering the greatęſt Affront 
to the divine Majeſty. | 


2. It is highly unreaſonable, to think that 
any Creature ſhould be able to accomphſh 
an End, that is contrary to the fixed Deſign 
of the Almighty. That fallen Creatures 
have Enmity in their Hearts againſt God; 
and conſequently, act contrary to his re- 
vealed Will, which is their Rule of Duty, 
is a Fact that cannot be denied. Rom. 
viii. 7. Becauſe the carnal Mind is Enmity 

againft God : for it is not fubjed to the Law of 
Cod, neither indeed can be. But, this widely . 


differs from their carrying into Effect a 
| Deſign 


through the 


- 
* 
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Deſign that is contrary to a firm Decree of 
Heaven. Were we to admit it Poſſible for 
ſuch a Thing to take Place; it muſt be 


ant, either of Vigilance or 
Power, -in the ſupreme Ruler: and are 
we not ſhocked at the Thought ? Men are 
now in a State of Trial, and are accountable 
for what they do: yet the Lord can, and 
does reſtrain them, in many Things: and 
he knows how to render their Actions ſub- 
ſervient to his own glorious Purpoſes. 


The contrary Suppoſition is inconfiſtent 
with the Lord's perfect Happineſs : for, was 
any one to form Purpoſes; to lay down 
Sees, and to have them continually 
fruſtrated: it would argue Weakneſs, and 
cauſe perpetual Uneaſineſs; which is an 
Idea, that no Man in his Reaſon, can en- 
tertain of the ſupreme Being. 


Then, whatever Evil takes Place in the 
World: we may affirm, that it is not with- 
out the Lord's Permiſſion, and that he has 
an End to be anſwered by it. 


Were we to grant that ſinful Creatures 


may, in ſome Inſtances, do what is contrary to 

. thedecretive Will of God ; why notin many? 
And then, what dreadful 7 | 

wou 


( 15 ) 
would follow ! Let our Sufferings or. Fears 
be ever ſo great; we ſhould have no Re- 
fuge to flee into, nor any ſolid Ground of 


Comfort to build upon. Surely, this is not 
the Caſe: but the. Lord reigneth, and let 


his People particularly rejoice. _ 


g. As every Sin is committed againſt God: 
ſo all Puniſhment ſhould be conſidered as 
coming from him. - 


An Injury may be done immediately to 
ourſelves, or our Neighbours : but it 1s at 
the ſame Time a Tranſgreſſion of the divine 
Law; the Authority of the Lawgiver is 
contemned, and his Diſpleaſure incurred. 
Every Man, that has a proper Senſe of Sin, 
muſt feel his Heart broken with the Con- 
ſideration of its being an Offence againſt 
 God—He is conſcious, that, had his Mind 
been poſſeſſed with that Love to God; with 
that Reverence for his holy Name, that it 
ought to have had : he could not have ated 
ſo. Thus he reflects on the Vileneſs of his 
Diſpoſition ; his ungrateful and rebellious 
Spirit. It may be, that he has done ſuch 
rongs to Men as he can never 1 yet, 
this is Nothing when compared with his 
Attempt to diſhonour the ſupreme Being: 
for every Sin aims at ſtaining his * 


* ” 0 — + 


The Reaſon why Men have ſuch flight 
Thoughts of Sin is, that they are utter 
Strangers to their own Hearts, from whence 
it proceeds: and to the inconceivable Ex- 
cellence of that God againſt whom it is 
committed. £2 RARE | 


When David was 2 to lament his 
Fall: he never mentions a Word reſpecting 
what he had done to any of his fellow Crea- 
tures, but cries unto God for Mercy; ac- 
knowledgeth his Tranſgreſſions, and faith, 
Pſal. Ii: 4. Againft thee, thee only have in- 
ned, and done this Evil in thy Sight. If Men 
ſuffer any Evil, as Nations, Families or In. 
_ dividuals; it is in Conſequence of Sin: for 
what Reaſon is there, that Creatures, in 
every Reſpett guiltleſs, ſhould be puniſhed ? 
And though Inſtruments be uſed, in bring- 

ing it upon them: yet is it no leſs to be con- 
ſidered as a Manifeſtation of the divine Diſ- 
3 — The Lord is holy as well as kind. 

e have, in this World, large Diſplays of 

the divine Goodneſs; but as this is generally 
abuſed; muſt we not expect Something, in 
| Providence, that diſcovers the Lord's hatred 
to Sin? This we have, daily, in the com- 
mon AMiQions and Trials of Life: and 
ſometimes, Judgments are both awful and 
evident, Where Men have Autbority to 
pumſh 


(17) 
uniſh others for Crimes; they have it 
rom the Appointment of God; they are 


his Servants: and therefore ought to act, 
according to his Word, and with a View'to 
his Glory . | 8 


Men frequently oppreſs, and act unjuſtly 
toward, one another; this is ſinful: but, 
were the Injured to conſider their Suffering, 
as a Corre&ion from God: and forget, for 
a Moment, the Manner in which the Evil 
was brought upon them; they would have 
Reaſon to confeſs, that it was much leſs 
than they deſerved——they may allo reſt 
aſſured, that the Lord will plead their 
Cauſe, and puniſh the Wrong that has been 
done to them, in his own time and way. 
It is fo far from being diſhonourable to the 
Lord, to ſay that natural Evil comes from 
him, that he claims the puniſhing of Sin as 
what belongs to him. Rom. xii. 19. Dearty 
Beloved avenge not yourſelves, but rather give 

place unto Wrath : for it is written, Vengeance 


is mine; 1 will repay, ſaith the Lord. Tha 


4 The Lord has ſuch Love to his People, 
that he has bound himſelf to make all 
things work together for their Good. The 
moſt important Work that is carrying on in 
this World, is that of divine Grace ; where- 
in we behold the great Jehovah, forming 


unto himſelf a peculiar People. For this - 


end, he ſent his Son into the World, to 
| | B take 


* 
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are as the Apple of his Eye, and he guards 


done in Egypt, previous to t 


(69. 


take upon him the human Nature; to obey 
and ſuffer. For this, he gives his revealed 
Word, and ſends his Spirit. This is the 
Subject which the Scripture treats of. It is a 
Hiſtory of the Church of God: and other 
Nations are mentioned, as being, in ſome 
Way or other, connected with it. The 


Lord's Heart being thus fixed upon his 


People, and their Salvation: we have the 


ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, that he never 
loſeth Sight of this Object, in any Diſpen- 


ſation of his Providence, Though a Wo- 


man may forget her ſucking Child: yet, the 


Lord can never be unmindful of Zion. His 


People are as Jewels in his Sight, and he 
will not ſuffer them to be loſt : yea, the 


them with the moſt tender Care, Theſe - 


are precious Truths: and tend to confirm 


the Language of our Text. Providence is 
often dark, and Men find it difficult to ac- 
count for Things that take Place: but the 
Lord is infinitely wiſe; and, ſometimes, 
delights to ſhew his Wiſdom, by bringing 
about his Deſigns, in ſuch a Manner as Men 
would never have thought of. For this 


reaſon, we ſhould patiently wait the Iſſue 


before we Joon. In reading the Scripture 
account of the Evils which Mankind have 
Tuffered; we find that the Lord's End, 
ſometimes, was to deliver his People, and 
to puniſh their Enemies — The A” Things 

e Ifraelites 


Departure, 


= 5 _ 
Departure, were ſo many Proofs of the 
Lord's Faithfulneſs to his choſen Ones, and 
of his being determined to iſn all his 
and their Oppoſers. The Lord has re- 
membered the Injuries done to his Church, 
for Generations after. How did he puniſh, 
or rather deſtroy, Amatek ! A ſtrit Charge 
was given reſpecting it. Deut. xxv. 17, 1 
Remember what Amalet did unto thee by t 
Way, when ye were come forth out of - Exypt ; 
How he met thee by the Way, and ſmote the 
hindmoſt of thee, eben all that were feeble be- 
hand thee, when thou waſt faint and weary ; 
and he feared not God. Therefore it ſhall be 
when the Lord thy God hath given thee Reft 
from all thine Enemies round about, in the 
Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for 
an Inheritance to poſſeſs it, that thou ſhalt blot 
out the Remembrance of Amalek from under 
Heaven; thou ſhalt not forget tt 


Saul was commanded to do this Work: 
and becauſe he did not follow the Direc- 
tions given him, was fejected of God from 
being King over Iſrael. However, Amalek 
was utterly deſtroyed : but as it was ſome 
Hundreds of Years after the Offence had 
been committed; what Man could, of him- 
ſelf, learn the particular cauſe of the Evil? 
This ſhould ſatisfy us, that the Lord has an 
End in all afflictive Providences; though 
we may not be able to learn what it is and 
that he has ſome Regard to his Chatch in 
DR B 2 them. 


(0) 
them. God, as a Father, correcteth his 
Children in Love, Heb. x1. 6. For whom the 
Lord laveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every 
Son whom he Tecetrveth. What ſome Perſons 
ſuffer, is deſigned as a Warning to others. 
1 Cor. x. 5, 6. But with many of them God 
was not well pleaſed : for they were overthrown 
in the Wilderneſs. ' Now theſe Things were our 
Examples, to the Intent that 1 not luſt 
after evil Things, as they alſo luſted. 


Sometimes, the Lord's Defign in his Pro- 
vidence, may be to open a Way for the fur- 
ther Spread of his Goſpel in the World. He 
always keeps his laſt End in view; and 
marks every Step that is neceſſary to its ac- 
_ compliſhment. | 


II. To remove ſome of the moſt plauſible 
Object ions; by referring to plain Facts, re- 


corded in Scripture. 
My Deſign, here, is to fix upon ſuch 
| Doubts as do actually ariſe in the minds of 
Men, whilſt they are obſerving the Things 
that come to paſs in the World. 


The careleſs Multitude, of whom it may 
be ſaid, that the Lord is not in all their 
Thoughts, are not expected to pay any at- 
tention to what may be ſaid on this Subject: 
for they acknowledge not God in his Good- 
neſs, any more than in his Corrections. — 

I — 
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there are Perſons, who ſeem heartily to be- 
lieve the Being of God, and to regard his 
Providence: and yet may object to what 
has been aſſerted. They muſt ſurely con- 
feſs, that ſome of the Evils which Mankind 
ſuffer, are deſigned for Puniſhments or Cor- 
rections: but they think it unneceflary, 
| gs in many Caſes, to believe the Lord 
any Hand in what takes Place in the 
World: and in ſome, that to aſcribe it to 
him would even be inconſiſtent. Where 
Doubts are not formally propoſed, yet they 
may ſecretly influence the Mind in its Me- 
ditations on the Circumſtances of Men ; and 
ſo, hinder that Improvement of Providence 
which ought to be made: therefore, it is 
neceſſary, that the Nature and Grounds of 
them ſhould be enquired into. I ſhall con- 
ſider the Objectors as arguing, or rather 
ropoſing their Doubts, in the following 


anner. 


1. Is there any Reaſon to conclude, that 
the Lord has a Hand in ſuch Evils as may 
be eaſily accounted for, upon natural Prin- 
ciples? We have no Doubt of its being the 
Lord's Work, when a thing is done with- 
out any viſible Means: or, in ſuch an ex- 
traordinary manner as to be contrary to all 
Expectation; as, when Sodom was deſtroy- 
ed by Fire and Brimſtone coming down 


from Heaven: but when an Evil plainly 


appears to be the effect of Men's Impru- 


dence 


— 


_ Jenee, ur wicked Deſigns; it is a 
whether we ought, in any ct, to 


Wil? 


the profeſſing People of God: 


(a2) 


eſtion, 


aſcribe it to the Lord. 


g. Can we ſay that a Thing is done by the 
Lord, when the immediate Actors are 
Strangers and Enemies to him ? If it be the 
Lord that does the Evil: then theſe Men 
muſt, be conſidered as his Servants. We 
allow, that he has often made uſe of Inftru- 


ments: but does he ever uſe ſuch, as neither 


know him 


nor are diſpoſed to obey his 


3 


. When Troubles ariſe, and thoſe that 


bring them are evidently guilty of Sin, and 


{hall be puniſhed accordingly : can the 
lame Troubles be ſaid, in any Senſe, to be 


| ſent af God? 


a 


4- Suppoſe that the Perſons afflited are 

a, that 
they are his Children; and that the imme- 
diate Authors of their Sufferings act from a 
principle of Enmity to God, and Oppoſi- 
tion to his Cauſe : ought we in ſuch a Caſe, 


to eonfider the Evils as coming from the 


Lord? 


| nf; I grant that theſe Obje&ions have a 
great Shew of Reaſon in them: yet, if we 


that the Aſſertion we are maintaining is true, 
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in all thefe Caſes. The Reafon of my nok 
conſidering the Objections feparately is, that 
we find them all meeting together in the 
ſame Inſtances. It ma * roper to ob- 
ſerve, here, that when the Lord makes uſe of 
wicked Men, as his Inſtruments : their ſin- 
ful Motives and Principles are not to be 
aſcribed to him; and that his N in per- 
mitting and ordering the Evil, is altogether 
different from what they propoſe unte 
themſelves, in their Ad ions. The want of 


making this Diſtinction, is the cauſe of all 


thoſe Doubts that ariſe in the Mind: but I 
expect, that this will more plainly appear, 
when we have carefully attended to ſome 
of thoſe Evils, that are recorded in Scrip- 
ture. | | 1 a 
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Let us turn our Minds to the caſe of Jon 
An excellent Character is given him. C 
1. 1. And that Man was N and upright, 
and one that feared God and efchewed Evil. 
As to his outward Circumſtances ; ke was 
the 8 of all the Men of the Eaſt. This 
eat and good Man had very ſevere Trials: 
or his Rickes and his Children were ſud- 
denly ſnatched away from him. We muſt 
view this as an Evil: but the Queſtion is, 
who did it? Job's own Reflection upon it, 
is, v. 21. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; bleſſed Je the Name of the Lord. 
There was ſomething extraordinary in the 
Manner of his Children's Death: for a great 
B 3 Wind 
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Oxen were ploughing, and the Aſſes feeding 
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Wind from the Wilderneſs ſmote the four 


Corners of the Houſe, and it fell upon them: 
therefore, our ObjeQtors will acknowledge, 


are informed, that when the 


beſide them, the Sabeans: fell upon them 
and took them away: yea, that they flew 
the Servants with the Edge of the Sword. 
The Chaldeans, in like Manner; took away 
his Camels. Such an Evil as this may eaſily 
be accounted for, by conſidering the wicked 
Diſpoſitions of Men. It is not uncommon 
for Perſons to plunder others, or even to 
murder them. Such Characters are, doubt- 
leſs, Strangers and Enemies to God; what 
they do is exceedingly ſinful; and they de- 
ſerve Puniſhment : yet, Job utters no Com- 
plaints againſt thoſe that had ſo unjuſtly at- 
tacked him: but freely owns, that the Lord 
had a Right to diſpoſe of all that he had, ac- 
cording to his Will. It is very evident, 
that the Manner in which his Diſtreſſes were 
brought upon him, did not hinder. him from 
confeſſing the Lord's hand, in the whole 
of them. f | 


The. Hiſtory of Joſeph is well known to 
thoſe that are acquainted with their Bibles. 
Can any Thing be more affecting, than to 
behold him taken by his own Brethren ; caſt 

| into 


that Job was thus far right in his Reflection: 
but if he meant to apply it to the loſs of 
his r and Servants alſo; what ſhall 
we ſay 7? We 
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into a Pit, and afterwards ſold, as a Slave, 
to the Iſhmaelites, to be carried into Egypt? 
His Brethren hated him without any juſt _ 
Cauſe : and their Conduct toward him muſt 
be condemned, by every Man of Feeling. 
If we follow him into Egypt: we may ſee 
him caſt into Priſon, for no other Reaſon 
than his ſhewing himſelf an Iſraelite in- 
deed; one that feared God, and was faith- 
ful to Man. In the End, he was advanced 
to great Honour.and Uſefulneſs: and we 
now plainly perceive, that all he went 
through, were as ſo many Steps, leading to 
this Advancement. Whilſt we blame the 
Conduct of Joſeph's Enemies: we ſee, that 
the Lord wiſely permitted and ordered 
their actions, to anſwer a very important 
Purpoſe. 


Conſider the troubles of David, by Ab- 
ſalom's Rebellion. If we doubt whether an 
Evil comes from the Lord, becauſe of the 
Wickedneſs of the Perſons that bring it: 
we can no where find greater Reaſon to 
doubt than here. Where can ve find 
words to ſet forth the Character of Abſa- 
lom? What can be more unnatural, than 
for a Son to ſeek the Ruin of his own Fa- 
ther? This was the Caſe here: for, when 
Ahitophel propoſe to ſmite the King only, 
and bring all the People back unto Abſa- 
lom; it pleaſed him well. By Advice of 
the ſame wicked Counſellor, he went in 


_ unto 


Tr 
unto his Father's Concubines. Theſe Men 


ated according to the vileneſs of their owrs 
Hearts: and the Lord was under no Obli. 
gation to reſtrain them. Abſalomꝭ conduct 
was very contrary to the revealed Will of 

God; very different from that of a Man 
under the Influence of the divine Spirit: 
„what he did, when thus juſtly left to 
imſelf, was ſuch a Correction to David, as 
was ſuitable to the Sin he had been guilty 
of; and the Lord deſigned it as ſuch: 
2 Sam. xii. 11. Thus faith the Lord, behold; 
I will raiſe up Evil againſt thee out of 'thine 
own Houſe, and I will take thy Wives before 
thane Eyes, and give them unto thy Netghbour, 
= he all lie with thy Wines in the Sight of 

Sun. ee 


The babyloniſh Captivity might be men- 
tioned. The Lord's People were the Suf- 
ferers; they were attacked by Heathens ; 
the City which the Lord had choſen, and 
the Temple built for his Name, were de- 
ſtroyed the holy Veſlels were carried away 
into Babylon; and yet, this Evil was from 
the Lad: Jer. xxx11. 28. Therefore thus 
faith the Lord; behold I will give this City in- 
to the Hand of the Chaldeans, and into the 
Hand of Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, 
and he fhall take it. e 


And whit ſhall we ſay of the Suffering 
of Chriſt? May we not 22 . 
| them 


„ 
them, by the Hatred which the -Jewiſh 
r $ bore to him? Did not Satan 
tempt Judas & to betray him into their Hands? 
The Enmity of the carnal Mind againſt God, 
was never more Clearly diſcovered, than in 
this Inſtance. They hated Chriſt without 
a Cauſe; they. hated him to that Dey — 
that they could be ſatisfied with 
ſhort of _ away his Life; yet we — 
aſſured, that all was done according to the 
determinate Counſel and Foreknowledge of 
God, Acts ji. 2g. Him being delivered by 
the determinate Counſel and Foreknowledge of 
(God, ye have taken and by wicked Hands have 
crucified and flain. Chap. iv. v. 27, 28. For 
of a Truth, againſt thy ly Chald Telus, whom 
thou haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate with the Gentiles and the People of 
Ifrael, were gathered together, for to do what- 


foever thy Hand and thy Coda determined 
before to be done. 


III. Improvement of the Shell 


1. Wben any Act from wicked Principles, - 
nd to the Rule of Duty : though 
the Lord may over-rule their Actions to 


bring about the beſt and moſt important 


— 5 it does not at all leſſen their Sin, 
or exempt them from Puniſhment. It is 
altogether unneceſſary to enlarge, either by 
way of explanation or proof: for eve 
on that has paid the leaſt Attention tot 
| Scriptures 
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fords the Lord an Opportunity of ſhewing 


Love to Men did the 


Jews were ſo bent upon procuring the Death 


J 
e that have been already quoted, 
muſt be ready, of himſelf, to draw this In- 
| The Reaſon of it is obvious: for 
the Deſign of God is not known to them; 
nor have they any Regard to it. The loſt 
State that Men are brought into by Sin, af- 


the exceeding Riches of has Grace, and the 
exceeding Greatneſs of his Power : but does 
this tend to make Sin appear any otherwiſe 
than as exceeding finful? This Obſervation, 
rightly underſtood, 1s of great Importance : 
and, without it, we cannot have a conſiſtent 
view of revealed Truths. The Manner in 
which many argue reſpecting ſome of the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, plainly ſhew that 
they overlook this Point. If they hear that 
the Lord has decreed ſuch an End: the Per- 
ſons, by whom it is to be accompliſhed, no 


longer appear to them as accountable Crea- 


tures: and therefore, to avoid the Difficul- 
ty, they will renounce the Doctrine, whereas 
the very ſame Difficulty attends every one 
of thoſe Facts recorded in Scripture, which 
we have been already conſidering. What 
avenly Father mani- 
feſt, when he ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all! Yea, what 
Regard to the Honour of the divine Law 
wo 4 the Demands of Juſtice! When the 


of Chriſt, that they cried out, as with one 
Voice, cructify him, crucify him ; had 2 
AY | | t 


_ confound divine Pu 


he curſe 
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the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Sin- 
ners in view ? Nothing leſs. Were they leſs 
culpable, becauſe they did, though 1gno- 
rantly, what was determined by divine 
Counſel ? Not at all. Then, let us no longer 
rpoſes with Man's rule 


of Action, 


2. Should we ourſelves, or any of our 
fellow Creatures, be called to ſuffer Afflic- 
tions : we ought to carry our Views further 
than the immediate Cauſes of them. I do 
not mean that we ſhould be inſenſible of the 
Injuries that are done by Men: or, that the) 
are to be conſidered as blameleſs, becauſe 
the Lord makes uſe of them as his Rod. 
This has been already explained. But we 
ſhould not confine ourſelves to the Con- 
fideration of Mens' motives: for this, gene- 
rally, has a very bad Effect on the Mind. 
How muſt Joſeph have been affected with 
the unnatural Conduct of his Brethren to- 
ward him ! When he came into Power, their 
Deſign appeared to him as bad as ever: but, 
at the ſame Time, he conſidered what the 
Lord had done for him. Gen. I. 20. But 
as for you, ye thought Evil againſt me ; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to paſs as it 
is this Day, to ſave much People alive. How 
rovoking was the Conduct of Shimei, when 
| David, caſt Stones at him, an 

called him a bloody man, and man of Belial! 
That the King'took it as a very great Offence, 

; appears 


($) 


- appears from his mentioning it in his Ch 
to Solomon: 1 Kings ii. 8. Yet, at 


* 
t 1 
time, he bore it with Patience, and would 
not ſuffer his Enemy to be cut off: but ſaid, 
2 Sam. xvi. 10. So let him curſe, beeauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid unto him, curſe David. Jeſus 
Chriſt was not inſenſible of the Malice of 
Satan, and his Inſtruments : but he viewed 
the Sufferings before him, in another Light 
than as merely the Effect of that Malice. He 
had a Work to do; with the View of per- 
forming it he had come into the World. His 
Faithfulrieſs to his Erigagement may be ſeen 
through the Whole of his Life. Phil. ii. 8. 
And being found in faſhion as a Man, he hum 
bled imſelſ, and became obedrent unto Death, 
eden the Death of the Croſs. Then we ſhould 
conſider what is the Language of God to us, 
in his Providence. | } 


g. We ſhould inquire, why the Lord 
aka. uſe of the Rod, or, What is likely to 
be the Cauſe of his having a Controverſy 
with Men ? Have we, in this Nation, any 
Need to fear Calamities? Do any crying 
Sins, ſuch as have brought down Judgments 
upon Men, reign here ? Is the Word of God 
deſpiſed or corrupted? Let us look around 
us; and ſee, how Errors, both in Principle 
and Practice, are ſpreading. The Power 

of Godlineſs is decaying ; and Religion, in 
many Places, is Nothing but a mere Form. 
Iniquity of every Sort abounds. What _ 
— _ | 0 
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the Love of World, and 'all manner of 
Levity ? What do we ſee and hear in our 
Streets, but that which muſt grieve. the 
Heart of every godly Perſon? Have we no 
ſhare in theſe Things? Let each examine 
Himſelf, whether his Converſation and Com 
duct tend to improve or corrupt the Minds 
and Morals of others? We have Reaſon to 
admire the Lord's Patience, in' that he has 
borne ſo long with us: but we cannot ex- 
pett that he will never reprove.. > —© 


4. Do we hear of far greater Evils than 
we feel? Then let us be thankful; and:let 
us learn Wiſdom at the expence nf others. 
Our Lord has taught us not to judge that 
Men exceed their Neighbours in Wicked- 
neſs, proportionably as their Sufferings are 
greater. Luke xiii. 3, 4- Suppoſerye that theſe 
3 were 3 5 the CHING, 
becauſe they ſuffered fuch Things? I tell you, 
Nay : 2 you repent ye ſhall all lite. 


If we are guilty of thoſe very Sins, for 
which others are corrected: are we not 
loudly called upon, by that very Correction, 
to confeſs and forſake them ? How few have 
believed divine Threatnings, until they were 
obliged to it by ſad Experience! What. Nunn. 
bers of Souls are now in Torments, becauſe, 
whilſt here, they were deaf to all hs + 
May 
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ſo plainly appear, every where, m Pride... 
this 
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May our Eyes be opened, before it be too 
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4 F 850 ious God has ſome good End 


iew, in all his Works: let his People 


pray that it may be anſwered. Are we on 


the Lord's fide? -Let us ſhew it, by being 
more concerned for his Glory than for any 
thing elſe. Let natural Men contend for 

the Honours and Riches of the preſent 
World; it becomes the Children of God to 


ſeek what is more valuable and laſting. 


When the Lord ſpeaks, in his Word, or by 
his Providence; it muſt be every true 
Chriſtian's Defire, that his Language may 
be underſtood; and that Men may turn to 
the Lord with all their Hearts. Do we love 
the Proſperity of Zion? Let us read the 
proc Promiſes relating to it; and pray 


for their Fulfilment. It is the Lord's Wor 


to enlighten. a dark World, and to change 
the wicked Hearts of Men : let us beg he 
would take unto himſelf his great Power and 
reign triumphantly. When we ſee how un- 
ſtable the Kingdoms of this World are: it is 
pleaſing to think, that the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
is ſuch as cannot be moved. May we all be 
the happy Subjects of it; and enabled to 


fhew forth the Praiſes of him who hath called 


us from Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
AMEN. 


